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Limited Ceasefire Violations Suggest FARC Command Still in Control InSight Crime Search
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The lack of major violations to the unilateral ceasefire

declared by the FARC for Colombia's election season :‘
indicates the central command retains broad control

over field units, but the unruly 36th Front remains a

serious concemn. The Complete Organized Crime Database on the

. . . Americas
According to conflict monitoring

Ead Twitter
group the Center of Resources

for Conflict Analysis (CERAC), n Facebook
there were four violations of the

FARC negotiators in Havana . Linkedin
ceasefire jointly called by the @

Rewolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army 13- Google +
(ELN) for the period May 20 to 28. The FARC were responsible for all four, but none 8+
of the violations resulted in deaths or injuries. % Email

(= Print
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The first violation came a day after the start of the ceasefire, when the FARC's 36th
Front planted explosives - which the army disabled - at an electrical tower in a rural Related Articles
zone of the Antioquia department.

According to CERAC, the general observation of the ceasefire "reveals a greater level of command and Rastrojos Arrests in Colombia Show Group Stil

control in the interior of the armed group. This rewveals a genuine consolidation of the FARC as an Active

organization. Colombia Court Purges “Pure Drug Traffickers”

Overall so far in 2014, attacks launched by the FARC have dropped 57.8 percent compared to the same from Paramilitaries

period in 2013, according to monitoring group the Peace and Reconciliation Foundation. ) ) )
Ecuador Drug Lab Discoveries Contradict

The levels of attacks are closely connected to the peace talks in Havana, which have led the FARC to Official Rhetoric
become more preoccupied with the public relations impact of their actions, Peace and Reconciliation's
coordinator Ariel Avila told El Espectador. Zuluaga Election Victory Sets Up Colombia 'War

vs Peace' Run-Off
"They have learned to adjust the rhythm of the conflict to the rhythm of the peace talks," he said,

increasing attacks when talks stall and reducing actions when progress is made. The Reality of the FARC Peace Talks in Havana

InSight Crime Analysis

The election ceasefire represented the third time the FARC had declared a unilateral pause in hostilities InSight Crime Special Series

since peace talks began in 2012. Each of these ceasefires has seen limited violations, with this latest
arguably the most successful at halting actions, although also the shortest.

This is a positive sign for peace talks, as it suggests the FARC retain control over field units -- control
which will be critical when it comes to enforcing any agreement struck between guerrilla leaders and the
government.

SEE ALSO: 50 Years of the FARC: War, Drugs and Rewolution

However, the 36th Front remains a concern. The front has been the main violator of each of the previous
ceasefires, and the fact it continues to follow this trend increases the likelihood this is a deliberate
message rather than a breakdown in communication.

As InSight Crime has noted previously, the 36th Front is a prime candidate to break away rather than
demobilize in the case of a peace deal. It is wealthy, heavily involved in criminal activities, and led by a

After the capture of Zetas boss "Z40," Nuewvo Laredo

commander who has clashed with the FARC hierarchy. is bracing itself for the worst. This investigation breaks

Ed Twitter n Facebook IH Linkedin ﬁ Google + L& Email = Print down what makes the city such an important
trafficking corridor, and what it will take for the Zetas
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. to maintain their grip on the city.
Read more about: FARC Colombia FARC peace
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What are your thoughts? Click here to send InSight Crime your comments.

We also encourage readers to copy and distribute our work for non-commercial purposes, provided that it
is attributed to InSight Crime in the byline, with a link to the original at both the top and bottom of the
article. Check the Creative Commons website for more details of how to share our work, and please send
us an email if you use an article.
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Mexico Police Tests Show Deep
Corruption Amid Tamaulipas Violence

~ Roughly half of the police in the

. north Mexico state of
Tamaulipas have failed
confidence tests, most due to
links to organized crime or drug use, underscoring
the debilitating degree of police corruption in a...
Read More

New Guerrilla-Paramilitary Fighting
Displaces Thousands In Colombia

‘ Fighting between guerrillas and
narco-paramilitaries has
displaced thousands in west

"€ Colombia, with heavy combat
that may carry echoes of politically motivated battles
from Colombia's past, but is likely rooted in present

day criminal dynamics.
Read More

Argentina Bust Shows Growing Role Of
Soccer Thugs In Drug Trade

Gt Authorities in Argentina have

, busted a gang of drug trafficking
2 vH soccer hooligans, in a case
that illustrates the criminal
potential of the well-connected thugs known as
"barras bravas."

Read More
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